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Este informe contienc informacién muy importante sobre su agua potable. Tradiizealo o
hable con alguien que lo entienda bien.



There When You Need Us

e are once again proud to present our annual

water quality report covering all testing
petformed between January 1 and December 31,
2013. Over the years, we have dedicated ourselves
to producing drinking water that meets all state and
federal standards. We continually strive to adopt
new methods for delivering the best-quality drinking
water to you. As new challenges to drinking water
safety emerge, we remain vigilant in meeting the goals
of source water protection, water conservation, and
community education while continuing to serve the
needs of all our water users.

Please remember that we are always available to assist
you should you ever have any questions or concerns
about your water.

Information on the Internet

he U.S. EPA Office of Water (http://water.

epa.gov) and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (www.cdc.gov) Web sites provide a
substantial amount of information on many issues
relating to water resources, water conservation, and
public health. Also, the Division of Drinking Water
and Environmental Management has a Web site
{www.cdph.ca.gov/certlic/drinkingwater/Pages/
default.aspx) that provides complete and current
information on water issues in California, including
valuable information abourt our watershed.

Important Health Information

Somepeoplemaybemorevulnerabletocontamin:mts
in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants may be particularly at risk from infections.
These people should seek advice about drinking
water from their health care providers. The U.S. EPA/
CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk
of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial
contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791 or http://water.epa.
gov/drink/hotline.

Substances That Could Be in Water

he sources of drinking water (both tap water

and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams,
ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels
over the surface of the land or through the ground, it
dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases,
radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the
California Department of Public Health (Department)
prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water
systems. Department regulations also establish limits for
contaminants in bottled water that must provide the same
protection for public health. Drinking water, including
bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at
least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence
of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water
poses a health risk.

Contaminants that may be present in source water
include:

Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria,
that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife;

Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and metals, that
can be naturally occurring or can result from urban
stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater
discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming;

Pesticides and Herbicides, that may come from a
variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater
runoff, and residential uses;

Organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic
and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products
of industrial processes and petroleum production, and
which can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater
runoff, agricultural applications, and septic systems;

Radioactive Contaminants, that can be naturally
occutring or can be the result of oil and gas production
and mining activities.

More information about contaminants and potential
health effects can be obtained by calling the U.S. EPA’s
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.



Lead in Home Plumbing

f present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.

Lead in drinking water is primarily from marerials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing.
We are responsible for providing high-quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing
components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by
flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead
in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps
you can take to minimize expostre is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hodline or at www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

How Long Can | Store Drinking Water?

he disinfectant in drinking water will eventually dissipate even in a closed container. If that container housed bacteria

v . . g y . P . .. . .
prior co filling up with the tap water the bacteria may continue to grow once the disinfectant has dissipated. Some
experts believe that water could be stored up to six months before needing to be replaced. Refrigeration will help slow

the bacterial growth.

Water Conservation

You can play a role in conserving water and
saving yourself money in the process by becoming
conscious of the amount of water your houschold is
using and by looking for ways to use less whenever
you can. It is not hard to conserve water. Here are a
few tips:

* Automatic dishwashers use 15 gallons for every
cycle, regardless of how many dishes are loaded. So
get a run for your money and load it to capacity.

Turn off the tap when brushing your teeth.

Check every faucet in your home for leaks. Just a
slow drip can waste 15 to 20 gallons a day. Fix it
and you can save almost 6,000 gallons per year.

* Check your toilets for leaks by putting a few drops
of food coloring in the tank. Watch for a few
minuces to see if the color shows up in the bowl. It
is not uncommon to lose up to 100 gallons a day
from an invisible toilet leak. Fix it and you save
more than 30,000 gallons a year.

e Use your water meter to detect hidden leaks.
Simply turn off all taps and water using appliances.
Then check the meter after 15 minutes. If it
moved, you have a leak.

Where Does My Water Come From?

he City of Imperial receives its water supply

from the Colorado River via the All American
Canal and the facilities of the Imperial Iirigation
District. Qur treatment process for the surface
water consists of “complete” treatment including
sedimentation, coagulation, flocculation, filtration,
and disinfection. The City currently provides nearly
3.959 million gallons per day at peak flows and
more than 100 million gallons of water annually to
its citizens. At the present time, the City of Imperial
meets all applicable California Department of Health
Services and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
domestic water quality standards. The raw water
we receive from the All American Canal exceeded
standards for aluminum and iron. Water quality data
for the reporting period ending December 31, 2013,
is enclosed. Recent 2013 water quality information
is available for review upon request.

For more information abour this report, or
for any questions relating to your drinking
watet, please call Jackie Loper, Public Services

Director, at (760) 355-3336.



Tap vs. Bottled

hanks in part to aggressive marketing, the bottled water industry has

successfully convinced us all that water purchased in bottles is a healthier
alternative to tap water. However, according to a four-year study conducted by
the Natural Resources Defense Council, bottled water is not necessarily cleaner or
safer than most tap water. In fact, about 25 percent of bottled water is actually just
bottled tap water (40 percent according to government estimates).

The Food and Drug Administration is responsible for regulating bottled water, but
these rules allow for less rigorous testing and purity standards than those required
by the U.S. EPA for community tap water. For instance, the high mineral content
of some bottled waters makes them unsuitable for babies and young children.
Further, the FDA completely exempts bottled water that’s packaged and sold
within the same state, which accounts for about 70 percent of all bottled water
sold in the United States.

People spend 10,000 times more per gallon for bottled water than they typically do
for tap water. If you get your recommended eight glasses a day from bottled water,
you could spend up to $1,400 annually. The same amount of tap water would
cost about 49 cents. Even if you installed a filter device on your tap, your annual
expenditure would be far less than what you'd pay for bottled water.

For a detailed discussion on the NRDC study results, check out their Web site at
www.nrdc.org/water/drinking/bw/exesum.asp.

What Are PPCPs?
\ >< Then cleaning out your medicine cabinet, what do you do with your expired
p

ills> Many people flush them down the toilet or toss them into the trash.
Although this seems convenient, these actions could threaten our water supply.

Recent studies are generating a growing concern over pharmaceuticals and personal
care products (PPCPs) entering warter supplies. PPCPs include human and
veterinary drugs (prescription or over-the-counter) and consumer products, such as
cosmetics, fragrances, lotions, sunscreens, and house cleaning products. Over the
past five years, the number of U.S. prescriptions increased 12 percent to a record
3.7 billion, while nonprescription drug purchases held steady around 3.3 billion.
Many of these drugs and personal care products do not biodegrade and may persist
in the environment for years.

The best and most cost-eftective way to ensure safe water at the tap is to keep our
source waters clean. Never flush unused medications down the toilet or sink. Instead,
check to see if the pharmacy where you made your purchase accepts medications for
disposal, or contact your local health department for information on proper disposal
methods and drop-off locations. You can also go on the Web at www.Earth911.
com/tour to find more information about disposal locations in your area.



Additional Monitoring

he City of Imperial monitors the finished water as well as raw water for aluminum
and iron while the raw water typically exceeds the MCL for these constituents.

Treated Water Results

Secondary MCL = 200 ppb Secondary MCL = 300 ppb

Aluminum (ppb) Iron (ppb)
January <50 <50
February <50 <50
March <50 <50
April <50 <50
May 80 <50
June 290 <50
July 220 <50
August 110 <50
September 200 <50
October 70 50
November 120 <50
December 90 <50

Range: 70-290 Range: <50-50
Average: 148 Average: 50
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